Music on the Hill

Sunday, September 22, 2024 at 3pm
Trinity Chapel, Bethany Lutheran College

With thanks to our generous sponsor:

@ The Orthopaedic
& Fracture Clinic

Trusted Expertise. Compassionate Care.

Piano Trio in E-flat Major, Op. 1 No. 1
Ludwig van Beethoven | 30’

Allegro

Adagio cantabile
Scherzo allegro assai
Finale presto

Blue Like An Orange
Tina Davidson | 12’

Piano Trio No. 2 in D Minor, Op. 34

Louise Farrenc | 24’

Andante-Allegro
Theme with Five Variations
Finale - Allegro

Bethel Balge, piano
Stephanie Arado, violin
Sharon Mautner-Rodgers, cello

For a complete program

including artist bios and

program notes, visit
MankatoSymphony.org/chamber
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Meet the Artists

i B l Winner of the Louis B. Sudler Prize in the Arts, pianist Bethel Balge
) ‘ P has performed in Germany, including at Frankfurt’s Alte Oper, in Russia

' as soloist with the Voronezh Philharmonic, as well as in various American
' venues. Balge’s “highly concentrated, technically secure and captivating
interpretation” of Ravel’s Gaspard de la Nuit attracted notice from a
reviewer at the Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung after a performance at the
Alte Oper. She is founding Artistic Director of the ProMusica Minnesota
Chamber Music Series and of the ProMusica Minnesota Chamber Music
B Festival. As a doctoral student of Lydia Artymiw, Balge performed in

f2 2 Minnesota Public Radio live broadcast in the Bach Birthday concert

# organized by MPR host Michael Barone. Recently she was featured on
American Public Media’s program “Performance Today” in a ProMusica
Minnesota performance. In 2020 Balge became Executive Director of
the Mankato Symphony Orchestra. She was featured on the cover of the
December 2022 River Valley Woman magazine in a story titled Executive
Director of Joy.

..............

Balge received a Doctor of Musical Arts degree from the University
of Minnesota under Lydia Artymiw in 2014. Previously she received a
Diplom degree from the University of Frankfurt’s Hochschule fuer Musik
in Germany. She has also received a Master of Music degree from the
University of Wisconsin under Howard Karp and is a cum laude graduate
of Michigan State University, where she received a Bachelor of Music
degree under Van Cliburn gold prize winner Ralph Votapek. While a
student, Balge won numerous regional and national performance awards.

Violinist Stephanie Arado’s career encompasses a wide range of performance
and teaching experience. Ms. Arado began her violin studies at the age of
five an played her first solo recital when she was eight. Since her debut
with the Chicago Symphony as a 12 year old, Ms. Arado has performed as
soloist with symphony orchestras throughout the United States, including
the Detroit, St. Louis, and Minnesota Orchestras. Ms. Arado spent 22 years
as Assistant Concertmaster of the Minnesota Orchestra and also served as
Concertmaster of the Colorado Symphony. In 2012, Ms. Arado resigned
from her position with the Minnesota Orchestra to devote more time to
teaching and chamber music. Ms Arado has participated in chamber music
festivals both nationally and internationally and has had the privilege to
perform with such masters as Paul Tortelier, Joseph Silverstein, and Yuri
Bashmet. A recipient of a McKnight Foundation Grant for Performing
Artists, Ms. Arado joined the faculty of the University of Minnesota in
2020 as Assistant Professor of Violin. In addition, she maintains a private
teaching studio in Minneapolis and is an Artistic Director of the Bakken
Ensemble, a chamber music consortium she has performed with since

1991.




Next for Music on the Hill:

Leyendas
November 10, 2024 at 3:00pm

Maureen Nelson, viollin
Cece Belcher, violin
Daniel Orsen, viola

Richard Belcher, cello

Mozart, String Quartet No.15 in D minor, K.421/417b
Wolf, Italian Serenade

Frank, Leyendas

Sharon Mautner-Rodgers is a California native, and a graduate of the
Cleveland Institute of Music where she received her Bachelor’s degree and
the Ellis A. Feiman award for excellence.

A private cello teacher for over 30 years, Sharon has also taught at The
Luzerne Music Center, Cornell College, Grace Christian School, St. Jose
Sanchez del Rio minor seminary, and was recently invited to be a sabbatical
replacement at Drake University in Des Moines, IA.

Sharon has been a member of many professional symphony orchestras all
around the USA. She has performed at the Bastille Opera House in Paris,
Carnegie Hall, the Kennedy Center, and in Singapore, Malaysia, China,
and South America.

Currently, Sharon is professor of cello and teaches string techniques class
at Gustavus Adolphus College, as well as principal cellist of the Mankato
Symphony and Associate Principal of the South Dakota Symphony. She
is a regular freelancer in the Twin Cities, and plays with the Sinfonia
Chamber Orchestra, Minneapolis Pops Orchestra, Minnesota Orchestra,
and has performed with the Oratorio Society, VocalEssence, and the
Loring String Quartet. She is a member of the Kasota Piano Trio.




Thank you to our
many supporters.

Diamond Sponsor $10,000+

L & N Andreas Foundation

Dotson Family Fund
of the Mankato Area Foundation

Fairmont Opera House

Kay & Lyle Jacobson Family Fund
of the MAF

Joyce & Dennis Findley Charitable Fund
of the MAF

The Free Press Media

The Anne Herlihy Foundation

KMSU Radio

Minnesota State Arts Board

The City of North Mankato

Radio Mankato

Carl & Verna Schmidt Foundation

Platinum Sponsor $7,500-9,999

Mary E. Suedbeck Fund for the
Encouragement of the Arts
of the MAF

Gold Sponsor $5,000-7,499

Eide Bailly

Mary Jo Erickson

Madelia Optometric, Inc.

Mayo Clinic Health System
Andrew & Jessica McNamara

John Norris

Prairie Lakes Regional Arts Council
ProGrowth Bank

Wealth Enhancement Group

Silver Sponsor $2,500-4,999
Bethany Lutheran College

The City of Mankato

The Orthopaedic & Fracture Clinic
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Mankato Symphony Orchestra
PO Box 645, Mankato MN 56002
mso@mankatosymphony.org

mankatosymphony.org

From 7/1/23 - 9/22/24

Bronze Sponsor $1,000-2,499
Blackbaud Giving Fund
Lonnie & Catherine Bristol
Community Bank
Pat & Kristin Duncanson
Govenaires Performing Arts Asn.
Thomas and Diane Lentz
Thomas M. Sanger Family in
memory of Betty A. Sanger
Skarpohl Pressure Washers, Inc.
Mary Wagner & Metone Wamma
Rutheda Wagner
Melinda & Waclaw Wedzina
Philip Wold

Musician Sponsor $500-999

Brian & Mary Duehring Charitable

Fund of the MAF
E.I. Microcircuits
Glen Funk & Lois Proehl
Insty-Prints
Darlene Lee
James McGuire
The Music Mart
Elizabeth Peters
Don & Steph Putzier
Lori Ruthenbeck
Shirley Scheidel
Erica Ueland
Margo Wheeler

Friends of the Symphony $1-499
A. William & Jean M. Anderson
Bethel & Daniel Balge
Christine Baumann

Linda & Randy Berkland
William & Christine Bernhagen
Marilyn Birbeck

Harriet Bliese

Jim & June Borseth

Joel Botten

Paul & Judi Brandon

Jolene Brown

Sara Buechmann

Robert Chesley

Jerry & Sandy Crest

C & S Supply Co, Inc

John Dorn

Stephen & Vickie Dunn
Delmer Eggert

Nancy & Keith Eilbert

Carrie & Rolf Erdahl

Barbara Erie

John & Kathleen Felt

Barbara Fick & Frank Wenner
Deb & Scott Fichtner

Kathy Brynaert & Tony Filipovitch

Guy Gagnon
William Geary
GivingA Foundation

Our donors and sponsors have kept us thriving!
For more information about how to support your symphony,
please visit our website: mankatosymphony.org/donate.

Kimberly & Seth Greenwood
Nanette Goldman
Loren & Susan Halvorson
Galen Hansch
Katie & Max Heintz
Keith & Peggy High
Gislason & Hunter
Ken & Mary Huntley
in memory of Marcia Chalgren & Brett
Taylor
Benji & Alyssa Inniger
Jeff & Tracey Inniger
Linda & Rodney Isebrand
John & Wendy Kind
Kait & Chuck Klammer
Dave & Linda Knopick
Robert Kolas
in memory of Kevin Kanne
Gary Kroeger & Marcia Jagodzinske
Eloise Layman
Joan LeMere
Benjamin LeRoy
Barbara Lindenberg
Pei-Loh & Adrian Lo
Michelle & Pete Markgraf
Paul & Jodi Matson
Loren & Margaret Matzke
David McAllister
Jorun Meierding
Gordon Moore
Patricia & Richard Nienow
Diane Norland
Mary & Roger Normandin
Yumiko Oshima-Ryan
Kaitlin Pals
Sandra Parks
Christopher & Elizabeth Paul
Elizabeth Petersen
Joan Roca & Elaine Lilly
Richard Reisdorf
Carol Ries
Donna Rose
Cindy & Tom Salsbery
Audrey Schrader
Rick Seys
Jane Sletta
Lori Smart
Christine Springer
Sara Tabby
Judy Tarabek
Nancy Thom
Anthony Ulmen
Valley News Company
Larry & Kathy Van Tol
Noel Van Tol & Gene Biewen
Jane Wallace
Keith Weber
Andrew Willaert
Pamella Willard
Sue Wiltgen
Youwen Xu



